[In vitro structural aspects of the human trophoblastic cell].
Maternal- fetal exchanges are mainly regulated by trophoblast, which displays an active role during embryo growth. Trophoblast organization into a syncytial layer involves structural and functional steps that may be monitored and better elucidated by "in vitro" studies. In light of this, we have carried out morphological and biochemical analyses in order to evaluate 1) the syncytiotrophoblast formation in culture (48 h, 5-30 days) the Na+/K+ATPase activity and 3) the plasmalemmal microviscosity changes occurring during "in vitro" trophoblast production. Morphological and biochemical modulations have been pointed out.